Opportunities for Skilled Workers and Professionals

Working in Canada:

1 800 0-Canada (1 800 622-6232)

The Working in Canada website helps newcomers that are
interested in living and working permanently in Canada to
learn more about various occupations in Canada, including
how much a person in that occupation may make and where
the most jobs are. A guide is also available to print from this
website.

www.workingincanada.gc.ca

Skills Connect for Immigrants Program:

604-866-0257

The Skills Connect for Immigrants Program is one of the
many programs at Abbotsford Community Services that
helps newcomers to Canada. This program can help you
find your perfect employment by helping meet your indi-
vidual needs when finding employment. To participate in
this program you must be a permanent resident of Canada
(within the last 5 years), are unemployed or underemployed,
and have an intermediate to advanced level of English lan-
guage proficiency.
www.abbotsfordcommunityservices.com or http://www.
skillsconnect.ca/

English Language Services for Adults (ELSA):

604-859-7681 local 216

ELSA is one of the many programs at Abbotsford Community
Services that helps newcomers to Canada. This program
provides free English as a second language (ESL) instruction
classes (Literacy - Level 5) ta new immigrants. Morning and
evening classes are offered in Abbotsford and an evening
class in Mission. On-site childminding is available for morn-
ing classes. ELSA for the Workplace is also offered through
Abbotsford Community Services. This class provides stu-
dents with English language training for working in Canada
as well as basic computer skills.
www.abbotsfordcommunityservices.com

English for Living and Working:

604-859-3928

English for Living and Working is a job search and career
planning program that students attend for 6 weeks. To par-
ticipate in this program you must be: unemployed or working
less than 20 hours per week, 19 years or older and a Landed
Immigrant or Canadian Citizen. Students learn workplace
English, job search, career planning, resume and cover letter
preparation, interview skills and practice, understanding the
Canadian workplace, completing application forms, basic
computer skills, typing, MS Word and Internet skills.
www.wjmouat.com/english_for_living.html

University of the Fraser Valley:

1-888-504-7441 (toll-free)

UFVis an accredited public university with over 14,000 students.
UFV offers 15 bachelor degrees, one applied master's degree and
more than 80 certificate and diploma programs.

¢ English as a Second Language (ESL) www.ufv.ca/esl
English for academic, career and professional
integration

¢ Recognition of Learning www.ufv.ca/plar
Get credit for what you know and can do by having
your skills and knowledge assessed in relation to UFV

courses and programs
www.ufv.ca

Gladwin Language Centre:

604-854-8160

The Working in Gladwin Language Centre provides a variety
of English as a Second Language classes. These include
classes that students pay for including the following: English
for trained nurses and medical professionals, specific
workplaces in Abbotsford, everyday English, conversational
English and one program that is free for students — the Eng-
lish Language Services for Adults.
www.gladwinlanguagecentre.com

Host Program:

604-217-3055

The Host Program is one of the many programs at
Abbotsford Community Services that helps newcomers

to Canada. Thisis a friendship-based matching program
designed to help newcomers link to diverse social networks
in our community. While building a new friendship, host vol-
unteers will help with newcomers’ priorities such as learning
about Canada and the Abbotsford community, developing
new social networks, obtaining services and practicing Eng-
lish. Conversation circles are offered weekly and are based
on a theme related to living in Canada.
www.abbotsfordcommunityservices.com

Employment Mentors’ Program:

604-217-0444

The Employment Mentors’ Program is one of the many
programs at Abbotsford Community Services that helps
newcomers to Canada. This program focuses on building
connections for employment between professional mentors
in the Abbotsford business community and newcomers to
Canada in the Abbotsford area.
www.abbotsfordcommunityservices.com

Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR):
604-851-6342
www.ufv.ca/plar



Opportunities for Business: Starting a Business

Abbotsford Chamber of Commerce:

604-859-9651

The Abbotsford Chamber of Commerce provides advocacy
from the local businesses to the government and public
while providing opportunities to meet business contacts at
events.

www.abbotsfordchamber.com

City of Abbotsford:

604-853-2281

Economic Development Office — Jay Teichroeb: 604-864-5586
The City of Abbotsford provides advice to businesses and
industries looking to establish, expand or relocate in the City
of Abbotsford as well as promotes business development
and encourages a business friendly environment. A busi-
ness licence application is available online or at the City of
Abbotsford.

www.abbotsford.ca

Business Licence:

604-864-5525

To start a business in Abbotsford, an application for a busi-
ness licence needs to be made to the City of Abbotsford. An
application can be found at the website below.
www.abbotsford.ca/onlineservice/businesslicences/li-
cenceapp.htm

Community Futures — South Fraser:

604-854-5770

Community Futures South Fraser supports entrepreneurs in
starting their business in Abbotsford. This includes pro-
viding classes that teach skills in starting and operating a
business in Canada.

www.southfraser.com

Abbotsford Downtown Business Association:
604-850-6547

The Abbotsford Downtown Business Association (ADBA)
assists with information on business interest, investing,
developing or redeveloping property in the downtown core
and unique specialty retail, services and entertainment
experiences.

www.downtownabbotsford.com

Interpretation and Translation Services (ITS):

604-870-3769

Interpretation and Translation Services (ITS) is one of the
many programs at Abbotsford Community Services that
helps newcomers to Canada. Trained interpreters and trans-
lators are available in over 35 languages. These services
cost $40 an hour. Most interpretation and translation is done
for community professionals such as police, doctors, and
lawyers.

www.abbotsfordcommunityservices.com

Fraser Valley Indo-Canadian Business Association:
604-852-2288

The Fraser Valley Indo-Canadian Business Association sup-
ports opportunities to meet contacts in the Indo-Canadian
community and to bring together the expertise and differing
business backgrounds in order to work on collaborative
goals and objectives. Potential members are individuals
who would support community development and cross-
cultural harmony.

www.fvicba.com

Fraser Valley Korean Association:

778-241-7541

The Fraser Valley Korean Association supports opportunities
for the Korean community in the Fraser Valley to make busi-
ness connections.

Opportunities for Construction Trades

Building Permits in the City of Abbotsford:

604-864-5525

Construction sites in Abbotsford need to have a building permit.
An application for a building permit can be found at the website
below.

www.abbotsford.ca/about_us/permits.htm






